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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SNAR, TD 

SUBJECT: REGISTRY STATUS FOR M/V MT. VERNON 

1 . ON DECEMBER 30 COAST GUARD SEIZED M/V DONNA PETRA 60 
MILES S.E. OF MIAMI FOR DRUG VIOLATION. CLAIM OF PANAMAN- 
IAN REGISTRY WAS NOT CONFIRMED UPON BOARDING AND INSPECTION 
AND DONNA PETRA WAS SEIZED AS STATELESS VESSEL. SUBSE- 
QUENTLY, EVIDENCE WAS FOUND THAT FORMER NAME OF VESSEL WAS 
MT. VERNON, REGISTERED IN THE US OUT OF HOUSTON. 

2. FURTHER INVESTIGATION REVEALED THAT IN SEPTEMBER. 1977 
US MARITIME ADMINISTRATION (MARAD) HAD AUTHORIZED SALE OF 
M/V MT. VERNON TO ONE JOHN A. LANCER, A CITIZEN OF TRINIDAD, 

AND A TRANSFER TO TRINIDADIAN FLAG AND REGISTRY. 

3. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO CONSULT WITH APPROPRIATE TRINI- 
DADIAN OFFICIALS IN ORDER TO CONFIRM WHETHER OR NOT ACTUAL 
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TRANSFER TO TRINIDADIAN FLAG AND REGISTRY WAS EFFECTED AFTER 
SEPTEMBER AUTHORIZATION FROM MARAD. IF SUCH A TRANSFER WAS 
NOT CONSUMATED, M/V MT. VERNON WOULD REMAIN US VESSEL. IN 
ADDITION, EVIDENCE EXISTS OF ATTEMPT TO TRANSFER VESSEL TO 
THIRD COUNTRY OWNERSHIP. IF MARAD AUTHORIZED TRANSFER 
TO TRINIDAD WAS NOT CONSUMATED, EFFORT TO TRANSFER VESSEL 
TO A THIRD COUNTRY WOULD ITSELF BE VIOLATION OF US LAW. 
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